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Jim,  
 
I appreciate the opportunity to provide some discussion points for the various codes activities the 
Masonry Alliance for Codes and Standards (MACS) is engaged in and their specific and direct impact on 
the use of masonry construction in Florida. The concrete masonry industry in Florida has continuously 
seen the importance of monitoring and advocating on the behalf of the masonry industry within various 
codes forums because of the impact (both positively and negatively) building code provisions can have on 
the use of masonry and the growth of the masonry industry regionally and nationally. 
 
Below I’ve broken the topics down by subject. Each are challenges and opportunities MACS is actively 
engaged in now, and hopefully with ongoing industry support, will continue to pursue moving forward. 
While it is impossible to predict what new challenges competing industries will come forward with in the 
future, MACS’ mission is to remain prepared regardless of the issue. These are by no means all the 
activities MACS is currently engaged in, but those that would be of interest to the Florida masonry 
industry.  
 
Wood Construction 

 Tall Wood Buildings – It’s well known how aggressive the wood industry has become since 
implementing their check-off program; not just within the marketplace, but behind the scenes in 
the codes arenas as well. Earlier this year the wood industry funded the International Code 
Council to establish a new Tall Wood Building Ad Hoc Committee specifically charged with 
developing and introducing new code language into the building code. MACS has the only 
representative from the cement/concrete/masonry industry sitting on this committee ensuring our 
views are communicated and the wood industry is not allowed to write their own code unchecked. 
Unfortunately, this effort is only just beginning. We will need to keep the MACS consultant 
engaged in this activity for the next several years while the committee reviews test data from the 
wood industry and develops its recommendations. 

 Height and Area – During this code update cycle, the wood industry presented a series of code 
revisions that would have allowed larger, taller wood frame construction. MACS worked with the 
firefighters and fire chiefs to counter these proposed revisions and keep these revisions from 
moving forward. As with every previous code cycle, we fully expect the wood industry to come 
back again with similar proposals. 

 Cross Laminated Timber – CLT is the newest material being introduced into the marketplace by 
the wood industry. Despite the resources behind CLT, MACS has been able to demonstrate that 
this material lacks the technical justification to be introduced into the building code as this time. 
Moving forward the wood industry is continuing to fund research to support introducing CLT into 
the building codes. As this information becomes available, MACS will be there to review and 
critique this information. 
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Energy Efficiency 
 Continuous Insulation – In recent years the insulation industry has presented a series of code 

changes what would mandate the use of continuous insulation in new construction. Not only 
would mandating the use of continuous insulation be extremely difficult and expensive for single 
wythe masonry construction, it ignores the inherent benefits of mass wall construction. 
Nevertheless, there are special interest groups that want to see more insulation used; and in 
response, MACS is there to keep these opinions in check and advance the benefits of mass wall 
construction through sound building code regulations. 

 Integrally Insulated Single Wythe CMU – Earlier this year MACS spearheaded efforts to 
introduce more flexibility in using insulation in the cells of CMU assemblies in complying with 
the energy code requirements. These insulation strategies can be used independently, or in 
conjunction with surface-applied insulation techniques to achieve the most economic design in 
warm, humid environments such as Florida. 

 Air Barriers – MACS was instrumental in adding new provisions that exempt air barrier 
requirements for new masonry construction in Florida. Analysis shows that mandating air barriers 
in Florida does not provide the energy savings that offset the cost of purchasing, installing, and 
commissioning the air barrier. 

 
Structural 

 Wind Safety – MACS was part of a coalition to counter efforts from the light frame and roofing 
industries attempting to reduce the wind loading provisions in hurricane prone regions and revert 
back to the wind design requirements of past codes. Their argument was simple: it is more 
difficult to design light frame construction for these hurricane force winds. These efforts were 
stopped at the code hearings this week. 

 Multi-Hazard Design – As anyone in Florida knows, hurricanes are not simply wind events, but 
water events as well…yet, building codes do not capture this fact well. MACS has initiated an 
effort to introduce multi-hazard mitigation provisions taking into consideration not just wind, but 
flooding and storm surge as well – and coupled with that the use of resilient forms of construction 
that can weather these events effectively; including concrete masonry construction. 

 
I hope this brief list helps to illustrate the constant threats and opportunities facing the masonry industry 
nationally, and the specific issues that MACS monitors and corrects that directly impact the use of 
concrete masonry in the Florida market. Certainly feel free to reach out to me at any time with any 
questions. 
 
All the best, 

 
Jason Thompson 
Chair, Masonry Alliance for Codes and Standards 
 


