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JDB CODE SERVICES, INC. 
 
 
 

 
June 22, 2015 
 
 
To:   Patrick J. McLaughlin, Executive Director 

Masonry Association of Florida 
 
Subject: Codes and Standards Update 
 
From:  Joe Belcher, MAF Code Consultant 
 
Please accept this as my report updating my activities on codes and standards on behalf of the 
industry. 
 
Florida Building Code. The consultant attended all Florida Building Commission (Commission) 
meetings and relevant Program Oversight Committee (POC) and Technical Advisory Committee 
(TAC) conference calls this reporting period. 
  
The Florida Building Code, 5th Edition (2014), is now available with an implementation date of 
Midnight June 30, 2015. In its meeting on June 19, 2015, the Commission heard two requests 
for delay in implementation of three provisions of the code by emergency rule. The requests 
were related to requirements of the Florida Building Code-Energy Conservation related to 
blower door tests and outside air ventilation and the requirement of the Florida Building Code – 
Building to provide a second fire department access elevator in buildings of 120 feet or greater 
in height. The emergency rules requested a 90 day delay in implementation and the 
establishment of a regular rule making session to delay the implementation for one year. 
 
The emergency rule related to blower door testing and ventilation and the regular rulemaking 
request were approved by the Commission. The emergency rule requesting the 90 day delay for 
the additional fire department access elevator was disapproved. The request for regular 
rulemaking to address the issue was approved. 
 
In addition to the requests for emergency rule making, the Florida Legislature attached these 
two items along with funding for a study to the special session budget bill. The legislature could 
not act before the Commission meeting so the petitioners decided to go to the Commission for 
the rule hearing. Reportedly, the legislature passed a one year delay for all three items. The bill 
has gone to the Governor and it is anticipated he will sign it into law. 
 
Two items in the Florida Building Code, 5th Edition, have been identified as being problematic 
for industry members or affiliated industry members: 1. The Exception allowing fire separation 
distance to be measured between buildings on zero lot lines was not carried forward in the 5th 
Edition.  2. Unreasonable and potentially harmful stucco curing times have been required.  
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The MAF code consultant recommends the MAF Codes Committee look into these issues in 
depth to ascertain what level of involvement is desired to attempt to have these issues 
addressed by the Commission. The issues could potentially be addressed during the rule making 
to address the items discussed related to the emergency rules, by requesting a glitch 
amendment cycle, or by Declaratory Statement. 
 
Florida Building Code, 6th Edition (2017). As stated earlier, the Florida Building Code 5th Edition 
goes into effect Midnight June 30, 2015. The Florida Building Commission Work Plan scheduled 
the submission period for the code change cycle from July 1 to August 3, 2015, with a planned 
implementation date of December 31, 2017. The MAF code consultant supported a request by 
FHBA to delay the code change cycle for six months to allow practitioners time to identify items 
in the code needing to be changed. Others requested a delay of 30 to 60 days. The Commission 
voted to extend the period for submitting changes six months. The period for submitting code 
changes for the 6th Edition will be from July 1, 2015, to January 1, 2016. The intent is to 
maintain the scheduled implementation date. 
 
MAF has scheduled an industry-wide meeting to discuss what code changes to submit. Due to 
legislation enacted in 2011, all Florida specific amendments, with some exceptions, sunset on 
the triennial update of the code.  
 
Energy Code Form. There is nothing new to report on the Rule Calendar for the adoption of the 
rule as requested by the Commission. 
 
Masonry Alliance for Codes and Standards (MACS). The Masonry Alliance for Codes and 
Standards was largely successful at the ICC Code Action Hearings at Memphis, TN. Please see 
the separate report on this meeting. MACS will meet via teleconference on July 1 to discuss the 
Public Comment period and the Public Comment Hearings to be held at Long Beach, CA, in 
September and October 2015 
 
Florida Building Commission Implementation and Coordination Workgroup (I&CWG). The 
workgroup met for the third time on June 17, 2015, at Citra, Florida. The workgroup continued 
its work through the list of items provided with previous reports. The workgroup plans at least 
one more meeting before issuing a final report. The workgroup intends to complete work and 
develop recommendations to the 2016 Legislative Session. 
  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

Joseph D. Belcher, Code Consultant 
 


